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CONSIDERATIONS 


WHICH  May  tend  to  promote 


The  Settlement 


O  F 


Our  New  West-India  Colonies,  &;c. 


The  defire  of  promoting  an  encerprize 
produftive  of  both  national  advantage  and 
private  intereft,  has  induced  me  to  comrftunicate 
to  the  publick  fuch  thoughts,  as  may  tend  to  ad¬ 
vance  the  fettlement  of  our  new  Weft  India  colo- 
and  encourage  individuals  to  embark  in  fo 


nies 


ufeful  and  lucrative  an  undertaking. 

The  eftablifhment  of  colonies  has  in  all  ages 
and  countries,  and  amongft  men  of  the  higheft 
abilities  and  rank,  been'  ever  eftcemed  honorable 
and  ornamental  to  the  moft  exalted  charadlers ; 
and  at  the  conclulion  of  a  peace,  by  which  fo 
fo  great  an  acceffion  of  territory  hath  been  made 
to  thefe  kingdoms,  it  is  to  be  hoped  there  will 
be  found  feme  men  of  eminence  and  fpirit,  who 
will  deign  to  countenance  by  their  example,  and 
alTift  in  perfefti/ig,  fo  noble  a  defij^n. 
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To  nations  fupported  principally  by  trade  and 
navigation,  the  eftablifliment  of  remote  colonies, 
(whofe  wants  are  conilantly  fupplied  by  large  ex¬ 
ports  from  home,  and  whofe  returns  of  produce 
and  manufadlures  greatly  increafe  the  revenue; 
and,  not  interfering  with  thofe  of  the  mother 
country,  nor  drawing  away  its  fpecie,  have  the 
Jurtner  advantages  of  creating  and  conneding 
with  It,  ftill  other  profitable  branches  of  com- 
nier«  and  communication  with  Africa,  and  the 
continent  of  America)  is  particularly  beneficial 
and  important.  Our  Well  India  Ifiands,  fituated 
and  circumftanced  as  they  are,  ought  to  be  deemed 
infinitely  rnore  valuable,  than  if  together  with 
their  climate  and  produfiion,  they  were  driven  by 
a  gale  of  wind  to  the  land’s  end,  and  there  made 
part  of  the  Terra  firma  of  Old  England.  If  all 
our  filheries  were  confined  to  the  river  Thames, 
our  fugar  and  other  American  produce  procured 
from  Tower  Hill,  and  our  coals  from  Blackheath, 
farewell  to  the  commerce,  naval  power  and  fe- 
cunty  of  Great  Britain.  But  happily  for  us, 
what  we  miftake  for  our  interefi,  and  wifh  be- 
caufc  we  do  not  underftand,  is  often  not  per¬ 
mitted  us  to  obtain.  The  fuppofition,  although 
it  may  feive  to  illullrate  my  meaning,  can  never 
^?3ppi^n.  J  he  natural  effefts  of  place,  relative 
fituation,  anu  climate,  and  the  mutual  wants 
and  neceffities  of  men,  give  ingenuity  and  in- 
duflry  tOi  our  faculties,  and  conlf itute  that  bufy 
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Iccnc  of  luborcii nation  tinci  clcpcn(3<incc)  tWst  com* 
.pofe  a  great  and  commercial  people.  In  this  ex- 
tenlive  view,  ourW^eft  India  colonies  deferve  cer¬ 
tainly  to  be  confidered  as  affeiflionately  by  the 
mother  country,,  as  if  they  were  really  fo  many 
remote  counties,  leparated  from  it  by  feas,  in- 
flead  of  rivers  or  land  boundaries:  and  lo  far 
from  our  being  jealous,  or  indifferent  concern¬ 
ing  their  profperity  and  contentment,  we  fliould 
acknowledge  and  cherifli  them  as  members  of 
our  own  boely,  thus  forming  one  vail  XJcviaihan. 

■  If  fuch  fentiments  as  thefe  are  confident  with 
found  policy,  and  the  national  welfare,  and 
might  therefore  properly  enough  be  expefted  to 
influence  men  in  high  dation  to  countenance  by 
their  example  the  fettlement  of  our  new  idands  ; 
there  will  not  be  wanting  arguments  of  a  more 
particular  nature,  to  attract  others,  from  private 
conflderations  of  emoluntent,  to  embark  in  this 

undertaking. 

In  thefe  expenfive  times  a  handfome  increafe 
of  fortune  to  ourfelves  or  families,  is  without 
doubt  eligible  to  many  of  us.  iV  hie  of  corrupt 
dependance,  an  edate  labouring  under  growing 
incumbrances,  or  a  neceflitous  reeluftion  of  the 
conveniences  or  fplendor  we  have  been  ac- 
cudomed  to,  are  evils  that  every  man  would 
wifh  to  remedy  •,  and  to  thofe  who  do  not  aidu- 
ally  iulTer  under  thefe  misfortunes,  a  tender  con- 
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cern  for  the  eafe  and  independance  of  their  pofte- 
rity,  may  be  a  fufEcient  motive  to  provide  the 
means  of  preferving  to  them  thefe  ineftimable 
bleffings.  But  how  to  accomplifli  thefe  defirable 

ends,  feems  now  the  important  queifion  to  be 
refolved. 

The  propofal  of  a  projed  doubtful  in  fpe- 
culation,  and  difficult  in  pradice,  and  which 
may  be  attended  with  lols,  inlfead  of  profit,  in 
the  event,  will  not  be  adopted,  without  mature 
confideration,  by  perfons  of  real  fortune  and 
folid  underftandings.  Before  fuch  can  be  in¬ 
duced  to  think  of  procuring  lands  and  eftablifh- 
ing  eftates  in  our  new  Weft  India  colonies, 
(which  is  what  I  mean  to  promote  and  Ihew  the 
expediency  of,)  the  fecurity  of  the  undertaking, 
and  the  extraordinary  emoluments  to  be  de¬ 
rived  from  it,  feem  necelTary  to  be  explained 
and  underftood. 

The  Iflands  that  are  the  objeds  of  my  pre- 
fent  refledion  and  recommendation,  are  thofe 
ceded  to  his  Majefty  in  the  Weft  Indies,  by  the 
Jate  Peace.  They  confift  of  Grenada  and  the 
Grenadines,  Dominica,  St.  Vincent  and  Tobaco. 
and  are  all  fituated  in*  the  neighbourhood  of 
Barbadoes  and  our  leeward  ifiands,  being  only 
a  few  days  fail  from  the  rnoft  remote  of  them, 
and  but  one  or  two  from  Barbadoes,  the  moft 
windward,  bed  peopled,  and  moft  powerful  of 
:.ny  of  our  fugar  colonies.  • 
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To  fuch  of  my  readers  as  may  happen  to  be 
wholly  unacquainted  with  them,  it  may  not  be 
unacceptable  to  receive  fome  general  ideas  conr 
cerning  each. 

Grenada  is  fituated  fo  far  to  the  Southward 
as  to  enjoy  from  thence  the  advantage  of  being 
free  from  hurricanes,  and  will  probably  in  time 
receive  fom?  emoluments  of  trade  from  the  Spa- 
nifli  main,  from  which  it  is  not  very  diftant.  It 
poflefles  two  good  harbours,  and  in  a  war  with 
the  Spaniards  might  prove  inconvenient  to  many 
of  their  Ihips,  which  pafs  this  way  into  the  bay 
of  Honduras,  and  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  Our 
pofleffion  of  Florida  contributes  to  make  this 
advantage  to  us  the  greater.  The  French  in  war 
will  likewife  be  fenfible  of  the  want  of  it ;  for  in 
order  to  efcape  our  cruizers  to  windward  of  Mar¬ 
tinique,  it  has  not  been  uncommon  for  their 
veflels  from  Europe,  to  fteer*  their  courfe  for  the 
Grenades  or  it’s  dependancies,  and  to  advance 
northward  in  fecurity  to  their  intended  ports. 
The  country  is  mountainous  and  rainy,  which 
circumftances  enable  it  regularly  to  yield  good 
crops,  and  the  foil  produces  a  fugar  of  moft  ex¬ 
cellent  quality,  fr  is  well  watered  with  rivulets, 
and  abounds  with  good  provifion  grounds  for 
the  negroes,  which  lave  confiderable  expence  to 
the  planters  in  their  maintenance.  This  idand 
having  been  indifputably  under  the  dominion  of 
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France,  ’til]  reduced  by  us  in  the  laft  war,  the 
inhabitants  of  it  obtained  a  more  favorable  capi¬ 
tulation  than  thofe  I  am  about  to  fpeak  of  here¬ 
after,  who  had  no  fuch  pretenfions  to  lenity.  In 
eonfequence  therefore  of  this  capitulation,  and 
the  definitive  treaty  of  peace,  they  were  and  are 
entitled  (contrary  to  what- is  permitted  the  inha¬ 
bitants  of  the  other  iflands  1  am  about  to  de- 
feribe)  to  the  pofieffion  and  difpofition  of  their 
eftates.  Many  ot  them  have  accordingly  Ibid  to 
Britifh  fubjefls  their  fugar  plantations  (of  which 
there  are  in  all  eighty  two,  befides  thofe  of  coffee 
and  cocoa.)  The  French  have  harangued  in  the 
ffyle  of  iellers,  and  the  impatience  of  our  coun¬ 
trymen  and  their  love  of  novelty,  has  induced 
them  to  pay  very  high  prices  for  their  poffcffions, 
when  a  little  time  would  have  convinced  them 
that  better  lands  are  to  be  procured  from  the 
crown  at  a  much  cheaper  rate  in  our  other 
iflands,  and  more  confiflently  with  the  publick 
intereft.  It  is  thought,  however,  that  their  bar¬ 
gains  will  turn  out  well,  and  their  plantations  be 
very  improveable.  As  to  the  lands  yet  ungranted 
'  or  forfeited  to  the  crown,  it  is  reafonable  to  fup- 
pofe,  by  their  being  unoccupied,  that  they  are 
in  general  ill  lituated,  or  not  of  the  moft  ex¬ 
cellent  kind.  The  grants  made  to  the  French 
fettlers  are  ufually  a  certain  number  of  paces 
along  the  fea  fide,  running  in  parallel  lines  to  the 
top  of  the  mountain.  I'he  lower  parts  are  com- 
mo.nly  cukivaced  by  the  planters,  the  upper  by 
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the  negroes,  and  the  heights  are  either  in  wood, 
or  inacceffible. 

The  Grenadines  form  a  chain  of  innumerable 
rocks  and  barren  fpots  good  for  little.  Some 
however  are  of  conliderable  hze  and  valucy  par*^ 
ticularly  Curacoa  and  Becuya.  The  former  is 
inhabited,  and  produces  good  cotton,  the  latter 
remains  entirely  unlettled  and  in  wood. 

r 

Dominica,  from  it’s  vicinity  to  Martinique 
and  Guadalupe,  will  in  times  of  war  be  liable  to 
frequent  alarms  and  inconveniences,  if  not  pro* 
tefted  by  a  fufficient  naval  power;  but  as  it’s 
fituation  between  thofe  two  iflands  enables  it  to 
cut  off  their  communication,  and  to  be  parti¬ 
cularly  obnoxious  to  their  trade  and  navigation, 
it  is  reafonable  to  expeft  thefe  advantages  will 
not  be  negleded,  efpecially  as  it  has  always  bten 
thought  neceflary  for  us  to  preferve  in  thofe  Teas  a 
refpedf  able  force,  upon  which  the  fecurity  of  our 
neicrhbouring  colonies  equally  depends.  It  pof- 
feffes  to  leeward  a  moft  noble  bay,  called  Prince 
Rupert’s,  which,  befides  it’s  fafety,  it’s  magni¬ 
tude,  the  depth  of  the  water,  and  the  goodnefs 
of  the  anchorage,  has  the  advantage  of  three 
frelh  rivulets  running  into  it.  It  has  moreover 
two  arms  (one  a  peninfula)  (Iretch’d  forth,  as  it 
were,  for  it’s  defence,  which  might  be  rendered 
almoft  impregnable ;  and  indeed  the  whole  ifland 

appears  as  a  natural  fortification  or  flrong  hold, 
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capable  of  difcou raging  and  baffling  with  a  very 
fmall  force  the  moft  defperate  attempts  of  a  for¬ 
midable  enemy.  In  the  track  of  veffels  from 
our  leeward  iflands  to  our  new  acquired  ones  it 
IS  admirably  well  feated  for  commerce ;  and  con- 
ti^guous  as  it  were  to  the  French,  is  ever  open  to 
the  proftitution  of  a  clandeftine  trade.  The 
country  is  in  general  extremely  mountainous 
and  broken  j  but  it  affords,  notwithftandincr, 
much  excellent  land,  and  the  valleys,  luxuriant 
m  their  foil,  are  plentifully  watered  with  fine 
rivers.  The  grounds  efpecially  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  Prince  Rupert’s  bay  are  rich,  ex- 
tenfive  and  of  eafy  afeent,  yet  (as  this  illand  was 
declared  to  be  neutral  by  the  peace  of  Aix  la 
Chapelle)  they  have  been  the  leaft  cleared  and 
cultivated  by  the  French,  becaufe  of  the  frequent 
vifits  of  his  Majefly’s  Ihips  to  wood  and  water 
here.  From  what  has  been  faid  it  is  eafy  to  per¬ 
ceive  that  this  is  an  important  fituation,  and  will 
probably  be  the.  feat  of  a  confiderable  commercial 
town.  In  different  places  along  the  coall  the 
white  inhabitants  (who  are  in  number  about  four¬ 
teen  hundred,  and  poffefs  from  five  to  fix  tfiou- 
fand  negroes)  have  cleared  and  fettled  many  va- 
lueable  plantations  producing  cotton,  coffee  and 
cocoa,  particularly  at  Grande  Bay  (where  the 
Jefuits  have  large  poffeffions,  and  at  Lubiere, 
Rofeau,  and  elfewhere.  But  as  thele  lettlements 
are  confiderable,  and  have  been  eftablilhed  in 
violation  of  treaties,  and  contrary  to  the  rights 
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of  the  Britifli  crown,  the  lands, which  have  been 
occupied  by  religious  focieties,  will  be  fold  for 
the  benefit  of  the  publick,  and  the  remaining  in¬ 
habitants  will  be  permitted  to  enjoy  their  eftates, 
only  fubjedl  to  fuch  terms,  conditions  and  re- 
ftridtions,  as,  confiftent  with  his  Majefty’s  lenity, 
and  found  policy,  have  been  thought  neceffary  to 
be  required,  and  which  will  hereafter  be  more 
fully  explained. 

St.  ViNcn.vT  is  an  admirable  good  iOand, 
within  fight  of  Barbadoes,  from  whence  it  will 
probably  derive  many  inhabitants.  It  pollefles 
a  large  and  moft  excellent  bay  to  leeward,  called 
Wafliegunny.  The  fides  of  the  mountains  are 
generally  eafy  and  gradual  in  their  afcent,  and 
the  plains  and  valleys  interfperled  aniong  them, 
remarkably  fertile,  and  plentifully  watered.  Thb 
eaflern  part,  which  is  chiefly  in  wood,  is  inha¬ 
bited  by  about  2000  natives,  who  owe  their 
origin  to  a  fldp  freighted  with  negroes  from 
Africa  to  Barbadoes,' and  wrecked  on  thefecoafls. 
Their  forefathers  amidft  the  general  diftrefs  ef- 
caped  to  fhore,  and  found  in  a  defart  ifland  a 
releafe  from  their  bondage.  Thus  from  apparent 
evils,  do  fometimes  flow',  the  greateft  blefiings. 
Recovered  from  their  fears,  and  refrefhed  with 
fuch  fuftenance  as  could  he  found,  it  is  natuial 
to  fuppofe  they  foon  lolaced  themlelves  with  their 
female  friends  of  the  party  •,  and  as  a  ftate  of  na¬ 
ture  is  no  enemy  to  propagation,  they  of  courfe 

C  Rave 


[  JO  ] 

gave  birth  to  ,a  free  people.  It  is  faid,  they 
found  in  the  woods  a  few  native  Charaibes, 
whom  they  have  gradually  extirpated,  or  re¬ 
duced  to  their  obedience.  They  have  been  ufu- 
ally  reprefented  as  turbulent  and  dangerous,  but 
experience  now  convinces  us,  that  they  are  a 
quiet  and  well  difpofed  people,  fpeaking  French, 
and  inftrufted  by  Roman  catholic  mifllonaries,  in 
the  principles  of  their  religion.  By  the  lall  ac¬ 
counts  received  from  thence,  many  of  them  feemed 
difpofed  to  quit  their  little  cottages,  and  fpots  of 
provifion  ground,  and  to  remove  to  St.  Lucia,  or 
Martinique.  But  probably,  when  they  are  duly 
apprized  of  the  humanity  and  generofity  of  our 
gracious  Sovereign,  and  aflured  of  the  enjoyment 
of  their  lands,  freedom,  favor  and  protedfion, 
they  may  be  gained  over  to  our  caufe,  and  even 
rendered  ufeful.  I  have  already  obferved,  that 
thefe  people  inhabit  the  eaftern  fide  of  the  illand  : 
The  interior  parts  remain  in  wood ;  but,  the 
weilern  coafts  are  fully  peopled,  and  well  fettled 
by  near  2000  inhabitants,  who  have  found  means 
to  infinuate  themfelves  into  this  country,  as  well 
as  Dominica,  contrary  to  the  faith  of  treaties,  and 
the  pretenfions  of  the  Britilh  crown.  They  will 
therefore  be  put  upon  the  fame  footing  with  one 
another,  and  permitted  to  enjoy  their  cultivated 
grounds,  only  upon  fuch  terms  as  feem  confiftent 
with  lenity  to  them,  and  attention  to  the  publick 
welfare.  I  (hall  not  conclude  this  account  of  St, 
Vincent,  without  alluring  the  publick,  that  it  has 
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been  daily  found  a  more  excellent  and  important 
acquifuion  to  Great  Britain,  in  proportion  as  it 
has  been  better  known.  It’s  prefent  produce  of 
coffee,  cocoa,  and  the  fineft  tobacco,  proves 
very  conliderable.  The  richnefs  of  the  foil,  and 
the  face  of  the  country,  are  perfedly  adapted  for 
the  growth  of  lugar  *,  and  as  it  is  already  in  part 
cleared  of  wood,  and  the  air  healthy,  there  feems 
great  reafon  to  expedt,  that  it  will  very  foon  be 
claffed  amongfl:  the  beft,  and  moft  valueable  of 
our  lugar  colonies. 

Tobago,  with  refpea  to  fitnation,  enjoys  the 
i'ame  advantages  as  Grenada*,  and  though  it  does 
not  poflels  any  harbours  properly  fo  called,  has 
leveral  good  bays,  which,  confidering  that  from 
their  fouthern  latitude,  they  are  never  expofed  to 
dangerous  gales  of  wind,  are  equally  convenient 
and  fecure  to  fliipping.  For  this  reafon,  our  men 
of  war  ftationed  at  our  leeward  colonies,  ufually 
repair  hither  for  fafety  in  the  hurricane  months. 
This  ifland,  from  it’s  having  •  been  long  dif- 
puted  by  different  powers,  and  in  confequence 
deemed  neutral,  remains  wild,  uncultivated,  and 
in  wood  y  but  it  will  probably  become  the  moft 
valuable,  of  any  ceded  to  us  by  the  late  peace. 
The  foil  is  excellent,  if  one  may  judge  from  it’s 
appearance,  and  the  growth  and  luxuriancy  of  the 
trees  it  affords,  and  the  country  is  well  watered, 
and  fufRciently  mountainous  to  infure  rains, 
without  bein^  io  fteep  and  broken,  as  to  obftrudt 
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the  ufe  of  carriages,  and  an  eafy  communication. 
7  he  cinnamon  tree;  as  well  as  many  others  of 
great  profit  and  curiofity,  is  faid  to  flourifh  here, 
and  it  is  by  fome  writers  deferibed,  as  abounding 
with  all  the  produftions  and  variegated  feenery 
of  an  enchanted  ifie.  The  eftablifhment  of  a 
fmall  fettlement  here,  as  a  publick  garden  for 
the  improvement  of  botany  and  medicine,  and 
the  prefervation  and  culture  of  fuch  plants  as 
might  prove  beneficial  to  commerce,  and  fuit- 
able  to  the  foil  and  climate,  would  probably  be 
produ(5live  of  much  advantage  to  Great  Britain. 
Such  an  inftitution,  under  the  infpeftion  of  an 
ingenious  man,  acquainted  with  botany,  chy- 
miftry  and  medicine,  'With  an  able  draftfman, 
two  good  gardeners,  and  eight  or  ten  working 
negroes,  under  his  diredtion,  could  not  fail  of 
promoting  ufeful  knowlege,  and  conferring  ho¬ 
nor  on  it’s  generous  patrons. 


The  feveral  iflands  I  have  been  deferibino*, 
namely  Grenada  and  the  Grenadines,  Dominica, 
St.  Vincent,  and  Tobago,  his  Majefty  has  been 
pleafed  to  unite  under  one  Government,  after 
the  model  of  the  leev/ard  iflands.  Accordingly 
a  governor  in  chief  has  been  conftituted,  of  in¬ 
tegrity,  ability,  and  experience,  together  with 
lieutenant  governors,  and  other  ncceffary  offi¬ 
cers,  both  civil  and  military,  who  appear  well 
qualified  for  the  execution  of  their  refpeftive 
duties.  Three  regiments  are  fent  thither,  for 

their 
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their  proteftlon,  with  a  proper  ftaff,  together  with 
engineers,  a  company  of  artillery  men,  and  the 
neceflary  ordnance  and  warlike  (lores.  And  for 
the  better  fupport  and  accommodation  of  thofe, 
whofe  publick  employments  require  an  immediate 
refidence  at  Tobago,  or  whofe  private  views  may 
carry  them  thither,  two  proper  fhips  are  (lationed, 
and  will  be  continued  there,  ’till  conveniences  can 
be  procured  on  Ihore.  The  lands  appertaining  to 
hisMajefty  in  all  thefe  iflands,  are  direded,  as  im¬ 
mediately  as  pofTible,  to  be  allotted  and  difpofed 
of  for  the  publick  benefit;  commifTioners  have 
been  appointed  for  this  purpofe,  and  furveyors 
are  a6lually  engaged  in  the  work.  But  as  feveral 
doubts  have  arofe  concerning  the  plan  of  go¬ 
vernment  on  this  occafion,  it  may  not  be  im¬ 
proper  to  enter  into  a  detail  of  this  fubje£l,  and 
then  to  confider  thofe  parts  of  it  which  feem 

f 

liable  to  objedlion. 

The  objefl  of  government  appears  to  be  of  a 
mixed  nature.  The  lands,  both  cleared  and  un¬ 
cleared,  are  the  property  of  his  Majefly  ;  ol 
which,  fo  much  will  be  retained  to  the  crown, 
as  (hall  be  found  neceffary  for  publick  ufes ;  of 
the  remainder,  fufficient  quantities  in  wood  are 
meant  to  be  granted  to  poor  fettlers ;  the  reft 
(excepting  what  may  be  continued  to  the  natives 
in  St.  Vincent,  and  the  prefent  French  inhabitants, 
on  motives  of  humanity  and  good  policy)  is  (airly 

be  fold  at  publick  auction,  for  as  much  money 

as 
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it  ^vill  bring,  which  is  faithfully  to  be  applied 
to  the  publick  fervice.  But  then  this  view  is  to 
be  fo  accomplifhed,  as  to  be  compatible  with  the 

fpeedy  population,  and  culture  of  the  iflands 
themfeives. 

Each  ifland  is  to  be  furveyed  as  foon  as  pof- 
fible,  v/ith  as  much  accuracy  as  the  nature  of 
the  woods  and  mountains,  and  the  rugged  face 
of  the  country  will  allow.  The  divifion  of  pa- 
rifhes,  publick  roads,  intended  towns  and  churches, 
with  all  lands,  fortification  s,  and  other  buildings 
ferviceable  to  the  king  or  publick,  are  to  be  firft 
attended  to,  and  properly  provided  for.  And 
fHoreover,  certain  proportions  of  land  in  wood, 
will  be  preferved  on  the  tops  of  hills,  and  on  other 
convenient  places,  for  the  publick  benefit,  and 
to  prevent  that  drought,  which,  in  thefe  climates, 
is  the  ufual  confequence  of  a  total  removal  of  the 
woods.  As  to  the  choice  and  arrangement  of 
the  ground  intended  for  the  principal  town,  re¬ 
gard  is  to  be  had  to  the  healthfulnefs  of  the  fitua- 
tion,  all  the  neceffary  conveniences  forfhipping, 
and  an  eafy  carriage  and  communication,  to  and 
from  the  neighbouring  country.  The  ftreets  are 
to  be  airy,  and  fo  difpofed  as  to  receive  the  benefit 
of  the  trade  winds  ;  and  fultable  proportions,  for 
yards,  gardens,  or  fmall  fields,  will  be  annexed 
to  the  feveral  lots  for  houfes.  Convenient  mar¬ 
ket  places  are  to  be  appointed,  and  good  barrack 
.grounds,  v/ith  adjacent  lands  for  the  various  ufes 

of 
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of  the  King’s  officers  and  troops,  and  which  the  pri¬ 
vate  men  at  their  leifure  hours,  may  cultivate  for 
the  fervice  of  the  officers,  and'themfelves.  In  thefe 
infant  colonies  they  are  thought  intitled  to  this, and 
every  other  rcafonable  indulgence  of  favour  and 
humanity,  particularly  an  allowance  of  the  King’s 
provifions,  and  an  immediate  eftabliffiment  of 
barracks,  and  a  .well  provided  hofpital. 

.0t 

The  lands  which  are  cultivable,  will  be  divided 
into  lots,  numbered,  and  laid  down  on  paper,  with 
proper  deferiptions  and  boundaries,  to  prevent 
miftakes.  What  is  granted,  will  be  in  wood, 
from  lo  to  30  acres,  according  to  the  ability  of 
poor  fettlers;  and  for  their  farther  encouragement, 
many  of  thefe  parcels  will  have  the  advantage  of 
being  near  the  fea  fide,  at  proper  diftances  from 
one  another.  By  this  means,  the  poflelTors  may 
immediately  begin  to  clear  the  ground,  and  will 
have  a  fliort  and  eafy  conveyance  to  and  from  the 
fea,  be  eafily  fupplied  with  all  kinds  of  fifli,  for 
the  fupporc  of  themfelves  and  negroes,  and  the 
coafts  will  mQ#*eover  be  ftrengthened  with  inha¬ 
bitants.  To  thefe  grants  will  be  annexed  certain 
moderate  conditions  of  culture,  and  the  lands 
thus  granted  to  poor  fettlers,  are  to  be  unalienable 
for  feven  years,  and  incapable  of  being  united 
with  any  other,  excepting  in  cafe  of  marriage, 
or  lawful  inheritance,  or  by  confent  of  the  go¬ 
vernor  and  council. 

The. 
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The  poor  natives  of  St.  Vincent  are  to  remain 
undifturbed  in  their  cottages  and  grounds,  and 
the  French  inhabitants,  in  that  iQand  and  Domi¬ 
nica,  are  permitted  to  enjoy  their  poffeffions,  by 
virtue  of  leafes  under  the  crown,  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  manner,  and  fubje6l  to  the  following  condi¬ 
tions  V  that  is  to  fay,  the  leffee  is  to  take  the 
oaths  of  allegiance,  and  fubfcribe  the  declaration 
of  abjuration  againft  the  pretender.  He  is  to 
hold,  by  his  leafe,  only  fuch  cleared  lands,  as 
I'Le  was,  at  the  furrender  of  thofe  idands,-  and  ftill 
is,  pofleffed  of,  excepting  where  his  very  great 
conveniency  makes  fome  fmall  alterations  ne- 
ceflary,  in  which  cafe  fmall  parcels  of  contiguous 
lands  may  be  added,  and  comprized  therein,  as 
the  commifTioners  fhall  judge  reafonable.  In 
cafes  where  lands  were  held  before  the  late  peace, 
by  feveral  French  proprietors  jointly,  fome  of 
whom  are  fince  retired  from  them,  they  are  to  be 
fevered  into  parts,  and  indulgence  fliewn  in  the 
divifion,  to  thofe  who  are  contented  to  remain 
and  receive  their  portions.  But  tke  lands  which 
have  been  occupied  by  religious  focieties,  are  not 
included  within  the  meaning  of  thefe  provifions, 
nor  intitled  to  the  fame  favor,  but  are  to  be 
otherwife  difpofed  of.  And  if  any  French  inha¬ 
bitant  there  happens  to  be,  who  has  occupied 
more  than  500  acres  of  land,  as  above  defcribed, 
in  St.  Vincent,  or  300  in  Dominica,  his  pof- 
felTions  are  to  be  reduced  to  thofe  numbers. 

Neither 
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Neither  the  leafes,  or  any  part  of  the  lands 
thereby  demifed,  are  affignuble  to  any  other  per- 
fon,  without  a  licence  firR  had  from  the  governor, 
and  the  approbation  of  the  Lords  Commiffioners 
for  trade  and  plantations  ;  and  a  covenant  is  alfo 
to  be  inferted  in  the  leafe,  that  the  leffee  fhall  re- 
fide  at  leaft  one  half  of  the  year  in  theifland  where 
the  lands  lie.  Under  thefe  reftrifliions,  and  with 
thefe  conditions,  leafes  may  be  granted  for  the 
terms  of  fourteen,  twenty  one,  thirty  two,  or 
forty  years,  at  the  option  of  the  leffees ;  or  (if 
they  prefer  it)  for  fourteen  years,  renewable  at 
the  pleafure  of  the  leffees  for  a  further  number  of 
years,  not  exceeding  forty  in  the  whole.  And 
in  confideration  hereof  certain  fines  are  to  be  paid 
.down,  and  quit  rents  referved  to  the  crown,  ac¬ 
cording:  to  the  nature  and  circumftances  of  the. 
cafe.  But  if  any  French  inhabitant  fhall  not  be 
difpofed  to  occupy  the  land,  he  has  already 
cleared,  upon  the  terms  of  the  leafe  required,  of 
him,  he  will  be  permitted  to  take  up  uncleared 
.lands,  to  be  allotted  him  by  the  corpmiffioners, 
in  lieu  of  the  former,  and  be  moreover  paid  for 
the  buildings  thereon,  by  fair  apprailement. 

With  refpedt  to  all  lands  In  any  of  the  Ifiands, 
which  are  the  objeils  ot  the  commiffion,  and 
.which  are  not  comprized  in  the  above  deferiptions 
of  lands,  referved  for  publick  ufes,  or  fet  apart 
for  poor  fettlers,  or  which  are  the  rightful  pro¬ 
perty  of  the  French  inhabitants  in  Grenada  and 
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the  Grenadines,  or  leafed  out  to  them  in  Domi¬ 
nica  or  St.  Vincent,  or  poflefied  by  the  natives 
therein  ;  inftrudions  are  further  given  by  the  go¬ 
vernment,  to  difpofe  of  the  fame  by  publick  fale. 
They  will  therefore  be  divided  into  allotments  of 
different  fize  and  extent,  in  Dominica  from  fifty 
to  three  hundred  acres  in  each  lot,  and  in  the 
other  iflands  from  one  hundred  to  five  hundred 
acres.  The  end  propofed  by  this  diftinftion, 
feems  to  have  been,  a  fuperior  population  in  Do¬ 
minica,  which  is  fuppofed  in  general  too  moun¬ 
tainous,  for  large  fugar  eftablifiiments,  and,  by.it’s 
fituation,  to  ftand  in  need  of  being  well  inha¬ 
bited.  Thefe  feveral  lots  will  be  fo  contrived  and 
laid  out,  as  to  embrace  every  circumftance  of 
convenience,  the  fituation  is  capable  of.  And  in 
order  to  prevent  frauds,  partiality,  and  undue 
preferences,  and  to  fell  the  lands  to  the  befl;  ad¬ 
vantage  the  nature  of  the  thing  will  admit  of, 
they  will  be  fet  up  to  fair  and  publick  auffion, 
and  fold  to  the  beft  bidder,  at  a  price  not  lefs 
than  five  pounds  per  acre,  if  the  lands  are  cleared, 
nor  lefs  than  twenty  fnillings  per  acre,  if  un¬ 
cleared  ;  and  as  fpeedy  notitfe  as  pbJfible  will  be 
given  in  the  publick  papers  of  Great  Britain, 
Ireland,  and  America,  concerning  the  allotments, 
time,  place,  and  conditions  of  fale.  And  for 
the  better  accommodation  of  purchafers,  the 
terms  of  payment  are  rendered  extremely  eafy. 

I  he  times  of  fale  will  be  twice  a  year,  in  the 
moft  feafonable  months  of  that  climate ;  that  is 
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to  fay,  between  the  firft  day  of  February  and  the 
middle  of  July,  as  it  may  be  found  moft  eligible 
to  appoint;  and  the  utmofi;  difpatch  is  now  ufing, 
by  the  diredlions  of  government,  for  preparing 
lands  for  fale  before  thofe  months,  in  the  enfuing 
year.  The  place  of  fale  will  either  be  Grenada, 
or  the  particular  ifland  about  to  be  difpofcd  of. 
The  terms  of  purchafe  are  20  per  cent  paid  down, 
(and  fix  pence  *  per  acre  to  defray  the  charges  of 
the  furvey)  ten  per  cent,  more  within  the  firftyear, 
ten  per  cent,  within  the  fecond,  and  twenty  per 
cent,  within  every  fucceffive  year,  ’till  the  whole 
fhall  be  paid,  which  will  of  courfe  compleat  the 
payments  in  five  years.  The  lands  will  be  con¬ 
veyed  in  fee,  but  in  default  of  any  of  the  annual 
payments,  they  vdll  be  liable  to  be  again  fold,  in 
order  that  the  king  may  be  firtl  paid,  and  there- 
fidue  will  be  the  property  of  thofe  before  entitled 
to  it.  Moreover,  to  prevent  monopolies,  and 
to  infure  the  pregrefs  and  cultivation  of  the  new 
colony,  certain  conditions  of  fale  and  culture  will 
be  annexed  to  the  grants.  No  perfon  will  be  per- 
mited  to  purchafe  of  the  crown  in  his  own  name, 
or  in  the  names  of  others,  in  trull  for  him,  more 
than  five  hundred  acres  in  the  ifland  where  the 
lands  lie  ;  and  if  in  Dominica,  not  more  than 
three  hundred  acres,  but  which  may  confift  of 
different  lots,  as  he  may  happen  to  approve. 

*  Whatever  fums  are  expreffed  in  the  courfe  of  thefe 
/beets,  are  to  be  underftood  as  Sterling. 
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Atid  it  is  required  of  purchafers,  from  fix  months 
flftei  the  date  of  the  grants  to  clear  away  their 
lands  at  the  rate  of  five  acres  percent,  annually, ’till 
one  half  of  their  cultivable  lands  lhall  be  cleared, 
under  a  penalty  of  five  pounds  per  annum  for 
every  acre  not  cleared,  in  purfuance  of  fuch  con¬ 
dition  :  and  for  every  hundred  acres  of  cleared 
lands,  the  purchafer  is,  or  lhall  be  poflefled  of, 
he  is  obliged  to  keep  thereon  one  white  man,  or 
two  white  wornen,'  under  a  penalty  of  forty 
pounds  yearly  for  each  roan,  and  twenty  pounds 
for  each  wom.an  defeddve,  and  is  to  pay  an  an¬ 
nua!  quit  rent  to  his  Majelty  of  fix  pence  per  acre 
on  whatever  cleared  land  he  has  purchafed,  or 
lhall  clear,  in  purfuance  of  the  conditions  re¬ 
quired. 

As  to  the  town  and  field  lots,  confifting  of 
cleared  land,  they  will  be  fold  in  the  fame  man¬ 
ner,  as  the  other  allotments,  referving  a  quit 
rent  ot  one  penny  per  foot  in  front  for  the  town 
lots,  and  fix  pence  per  acre  for  the  field  lots. 
But  fuch  of  thefe  as  happen  to  be  uncleared, 
will  be  granted  away  gratis,  and  in  both  thefe 
cafes  the  grantee  is  required  to  ereft  thereon, 
within  two  years,  a  dwelling  houfe,  Ihop,  ware- 
hoLife,  or  cuthoufe.  The  grants  of  thefe  town 
and  field  lots,  as  well  as  thofe  to  poor  fettlers, 
are  irievocable.  But  with  rei’pedt  to  other  lands 
fold  at  publick  audion,  the  grants  thereof  will,, 
in  cafes  ol  Iraud  and  collufion,  be  revocable  for 

the 
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the  fpace  of  twelve  months,  from  the  date  thereof, 
by  the  Lords  Commiffioners  of  his  Majefty’s 
treafury*,  but  if  not  revoked  within  the  faid  term, 
the  grant  iball  then  be  abfolute.  It  revoked,  no¬ 
tice  thereof  fhall  be  immediately  tranfmitted  to 
the  commiffioners,  and  the  purchafe  money  fhall 
be  returned,  with  the  ufual  intereft  of  the  ifland 
thereon,  together  with  a  juft  compenfation  for 
any  improvements  made  on  the  lands,  to  be 
afcertained  by  arbitration  between  the  parties^ 

This  recapitulation  of  the  plan  of  govern¬ 
ment,  contains  all  the  particulars,  that  it  feems 
neceflary  the  publick  fhould  be  apprized  of,  and 
an  attentive  perufal  and  examination  of  them  will 
convince  every  impartial  reader,  that  they  are 
fuch  as  were  thought  moft  likely  to  be  produftive 
of  national  good,  and  the  prcgrefs  of  the  new  co¬ 
lonies,  Much  care  and  rededlion  feem  to  have 
been  exerted  on  the  occafion.  Little  has  been 
forgot,  or  unattended  to*,  and  in  general,  it 
muft  be  acknowledged,  that  the  inftrudlions 
given,  and  the  precautions  taken,  are  judicious 
and  able,  as  well  as  honorable.  Some  parts  of 
the  plan  and  conditions  required,  have  neverthe- 
lefs  been  Teprefented  as  exceptionable  and  dif- 
coLiraging  *,  it  may  not  therefore  be  improper  to 
afford  them  fome  confideration. 

If  the  lands  had  been  propofed  ^to  be  given 
away,  and  this  was  all,  it  is  not  to  be  doubted 
but  that  many  perfons  would  gladly  have 
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accepted  them.  But  this  would  have  thrown  open 
,  the  gates  to  follicitation,  partiality  and  corrup¬ 
tion  j  and  perfons  in  office  might  have  availed 
themfelves  in  fecretj  of  the  undue  preferences  af¬ 
forded  to  others  ;  whereas  the  prefent  method  of 
difpofing  of  the  lands  at  fair  and  publick  auftion, 
effeaually  removes  thefe  apprehenfions,  and  holds 
forth  a  common  benefit,  that  may  be  embraced 
by  all  indifferently,  without  favor  or  reward. 
No  man  will  be  induced  to  pay  more,  than,  he 
thinks,  he  has  an  equivalent  for.  The  minimum 
of  five  pounds  on  cleared  land,  is  lefs  than  the 
bare  expence  of  removing  the  woods,  and  one 
pound  for  uncleared  land,  in  thefe  iflands,  can 
never,  in  earneft,  be  thought  too  much  to  infifl: 
on.  No  perfon,  acquainted  with  the  nature  of 
Weft  India  plantations,  will  ever  be  a  bidder  for 
indifferent  or  ill  fituated  lands,  when  better  may 
as  eafliy  be  procured,  and  the  very  choice  or  pre¬ 
ference  to  the  buyer,  is  worth  more  than  five 
times  the  minimum.  -  The  expences  of  clearing, 
cultivation,  and  fettlement,  and  the  annual  pro¬ 
duce  of  fertile  foils,  in  this  part  of  the  world,  in 
fa£t  renders  the  prime  coft  not  worthy  attention. 
And  when  it  is  further  confidered,  that  five  years 
are  allowed  for  the  payment,  the  pretence  is  too 
trifling  to  need  a  ferious  reply.  The  eftabliffi- 
ment  of  infant  colonies,  muft  neceffiirlly  be  ex- 
penfive  to  the  mother  country ;  and  at  a  time, 
when  the  national  debt  is  fo  enormous,  that  the 
effe<5ts  are  feverely  felt  and  complained  of,  it  is 

but 


[  23  ] 

but  reafonable,  that  fome  returns  fhould  be  ex- 
pefted  from  the  difpofition  of  thefe  lands.  Mea 
of  fufficient  property  to  take  up  and  fettle  fuch 
lots  as  v/\\\  be  fold  at  publick  auction,  may  very 
well  pay  what  can  be  got  for  them  ;  and  with  re- 
Ipedt  to  poor  fettlers,  from  ten  to  thirty  acres, 
(which  will  be  granted  to  them  gratis,  according 
to  their  abilities)  is  full  as  much  as  they  will  know 
what  to  do  with.  It  were  indeed  to  be  wifhed, 
ftill  further  encouragements  could  have  been  af¬ 
forded  them  ;  but  this  could  not  be  effedted, 
without  fuitable  funds,  and  there  does  not  feem 

I 

a  difpofition  to  be  contented  with  additional  taxes 
at  home,  for  the  benefit  of  thole  abroad.  ’As  to 
the  quit  rents,  referved  to  the  crown,  of  fix  pence 
per  acre,  it  will  aiTcft  the  cultivated  lands  only; 
and  although  the  weight  will,  on  this  account, 
befcarcely  felt,  yet  all  purchafers  vdll,  or  may, 
confider  it  in  their  bidding.  It  is  well  known, 
his  Majefty  has  been  gracioufly  pleafed,  to  diredt 
the  money  arifing  from  thefe  fales,  to  be  appro¬ 
priated  for  the  advantage  of  his  fubjedls ;  and 
this  fmall  tribute  of  a  quit  rent,  referved  to  a  fo- 
vereign,  ought  not  to  be  thought  too  much,  when 
we  refledl  on  the  inhances  of  generofity  and  pa¬ 
ternal  affe£lion,manifefted  to  his  people,  and  which 
ought  to  attract,  from  principles  of  gratitude, 
far  greater  obligations  of  duty  and  attachment. 

Many  inconveniences  are  found  to  have  oc¬ 
curred  in  new  colonies,  from  individuals  having 

been 
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•been  fuffcred  to  monopolize  more  lands,  than 
they  could,  or  would  cultivate ;  and  therefore, 
•to  prevent  thefe  ill  efFeds,  no  man  is  now  per’ 
mitted,  to  take  up  in  his  own  name,  or  for  his 
own  life,  in  any  one  ifland,  more  than  the  num¬ 
ber  of  acres,  which  has  been  Ipecified.  But 
although  purchafers  are  rendered  incapable  of 
doing  fo  in  the  firft  inftance,  in  order  to  prevent 
monopolies  and  jobbing,  and  that  the  field  may 
lie  open  to  every  adventurer  ;  yet  it  is  obvious, 
that  as  the  lands  will  be  conveyed  in  fee,  they 
muft  necelTarily  be  alienable ;  no  means  there¬ 
fore  could  be  devifed  to  prevent  a  transfer  of 
property,  without  creating  ftill  greater  evils,  than 
thofe  intended  to  be  remedied,  and  v/hich  are  too 
evident  to  need  mentioning.  Hence  it  follows, 
that  an  equality  of  poflellions  cannot  be  long 
maintained,  nor  is  it  neceflary  that  it  Ihould  j 
provided  the  public  intereft  is  Hill  promoted, 
and  the  new  ifland  advancing  in  cultivation  and 
fettlement. 

From  all  thefe  confiderations,  appeared  the 
propriety  of  exading  certain  conditions  of  cul¬ 
ture  and  population,  under  certain  penalties. 
But  if  the  time,  from  which  the  conditions  of 
clearing  commences,  fhould  really  be  found  too 
fliort  to  be  complied  with,  it  cannot  be  doubted, 
but  that  ftill  further  time  will  be  allowed.  In  all 
thefe  exigences,  the  fpirit  of  the  intention  is 
principally,  to  be  attended  to ;  and  experience  in 
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fimilar  cafes  convinces  us,  that  we  need  never 
dread  a  rigorous  exadlion  of  conditions  and 
penalties,  provided  the  rational' views  of  admi- 
niftration  for  the  general  good  are  not  ob- 
ftruded.  It  can  never  be  fiippofed,  that  the  or¬ 
ders  of  governrnent  are  to  be  fo  executed  as  to 
defeat  it’s  own  purpofes,  or  add  punifhment  to 
misfortune,  ’till  the  meafure  of  diftrefs  is  full. 
On  the  contrary,  it’s  intereft  is  ^to  countenance 
and  fupport  the  honeft  endeavours  of  the  in- 
duftrious,  and  it’s  true  policy,  not  to  fee  what 
it  ought  not  to  condemn.  But  prudence  re¬ 
quired  that  it  fliould  guard  againft  the  danger 
of  allowing  to  avaritious  and  defigning  men,  an 
uncontrouhble  power  of  retarding  the  growth 
and  progrefs  of  an  infant  colony,  and  being  in¬ 
jurious  to  the  publick  good. 

What  has  been  juft  advanced,  to  remove  any 
objeftion  on  the  part  of  purchafers,  to  the  con¬ 
ditions  and  penalties  impofed,  and  to  obviate  any 
apprehenfions  of  rigor  from  government  on  that 
account,  is  in  a  great  meafure  applicable  to  the 
power  retained  by  the  Lords  CommilTioners  of 
his  Majefty’s  treafury,  of  revoking  the  fales 
within  twelve  months  from  the  date  of  the  grant, 
'The  intention  was  evidently  not  to  endanger  the 
'Validity  and  fecurity  of  the  fales,  by  an  undue 
exertion  of  authority,  but  only  to  prevent  fraud, 
and  to  enfure  that  the  publick  fhould  be  ferved 
with  integrity.  However,  to  remove  as  much 
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as  poffibic  any  fufpicions  on  tliis  liead,  his 
jefty  in  his  inliriibtions  to  the  commiffioners,  has 
been  pleafed  to  exprefs  the  power  referved  to  be 
in  cafes  of  fraud  and  collufion. 

.  As  to  the  obligation  of  maintaining  one  white 
man,  or  two  white  women,  on  every  hundred 
acres  of  cleared  land,  it  can  never  be  ferioufly 
complained  of;  for  without  any  fuch  obligation, 
the  bufinefs  of  plantations  will  neceflarily  re¬ 
quire,  at  leaf-,  fuch  a  proportion.  And  when 
we  refied  that  the  want  of  people  in  our  Weft 
India  iflands,  arifes  in  a  great  meafure  from  the 
paucity  of  women,  the  alternative  permitted  may 
help  to  remedy  the  defedt. 

With  refpeift  to  the  natives  of  St.  Vincent, 
enough  has  been  faid  already.  His  Majefty's 
humanity  exercifed  on  this  occafion,  v/ill  never 
endanger  the  fafety  or  honor  of  his  people.  But 
ncverthelefs,  to  take  away  every  foundation  o-f 
apprehenfion,  a  regiment  has  been  fent  thither  to 
fecure  it’s  tranquillity.  The  arrangement  of 
what  regards  the  French  inhabitants  in  that  ifiand 
and  Dominica,  has  been  a  matter  of  much  alter¬ 
cation.  It  has  been  contended  by  fome,  that  as 
they  have  no  juft  pretenfions  to  indulgence,  and 
will  probably  never  become  good  fubjefts,  they 
ought  not  to  have  been  permitted  to  hold  the 
lands  thus  ufurped,  without  paying  fully  for 
them.  It  has  been  faid  again,  on  the  other  hand, 
that  they  arc  entitled  to  fome  favor,  and  are  dif- 
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pofed  to  become  ufeful  and  faithful  fubjefts,  and 
might  properly  enough,  therefore,  have  been 
allowed  the  fee  of  the  lands  they  occupied.  But 
after  mature  reflexion,  perhaps  it  will  be  found, 
that  the  middle  way  purfued  by  government, 
has  been  the  moft  judicious-,  for  if  they  had  been 
entirely  deprived  of  their' plantations,  there  is  no 
doubt  but  they  would  have  removed  themfelves 
and  flaves  to  the  neighbouring  French  iflands ; 
and  thus  a  number  of  ufeful  inhabitants,  *  ac- 
cuftomed  to  the  climate,  and  tlieir  property  in 
negroes  to  a  great  amount,  together  with  the  pro¬ 
duce  and  revenue  arifmg  from  their  labour,  would 
have  been  loft  to  Great  Britain,  and  acquired  by 
France.  Again,  if  they  had  been  permitted  to 
enjoy  their  lands  in  full  right,  they  probably 
would  have  foon.fold  their  cultivated  grounds  to 
Bricifh  purchafcrs,  and'  then  withdrawn  them¬ 
felves,  and  their  effefts.  Neither  of  thefe  were 
thoup-ht  eligible  for  the  publick  intereft  ;  and 
therefore  leafes  under  the  crown  are  propofed  to 
be  granted  them,  liable  to  fuch  fines,  quit  rents, 
conditions,  and  alternatives,  as  they  will  not  ac¬ 
cept,  unlefs  difpofed  to  become  good  fubjeffs;  or, 
if  accepted,  will  effedlually  fecure  their  being  fo. 

All  that  feemed  necefiary  to  convince  the 
reader,  that  no  real  objeclion  or  difcouragement 

*  The  number  of  French  inhabitants  in  Dominica  and  St. 
Vincent  amount  to  near  400c,  and  their  flaves  to  upwards 
of  I  2000. 
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to  the  purchafing  landsj  is  to  be  apprehended 
from  the  plan  of  government,  has  now  been  fully 
confidered  and  explained. 

But  it  is  moreover  objedted  to  this  under¬ 
taking,  that  the  probability  and  danger  of  a 
fpeedy  war  with  France,  and  the  uncertainty  of 
the  enterprize  ever  proving  beneficial,  are  fuffi- 
cient  reafons  not  to  engage  in  it.  The  ftate  of 
parties,  and  the  prejudices  confequential  of  them, 
unfortunately  often  operate  upon  private  men,  fo 
as  to  render  them  blind  to  their  own  intcrefls. 
Is  it  reafonable,  that  France,  reduced  fo  lately  ■ 
to  the  utmoft  diftrefs,  by  the  total  ruin  of  her 
trade  and  publick  credit,  and  the  deftrudlion  of 
her  naval  power,  fhould  in  earneft  fo  foon  think 
of  commencing  hoftilities,  with  the  poor  remains 
of  a  vanquifhed  fleet,  againft  a  nation  triumphant 
in  every  part  of  the  globe,  and  poffelfed  of  that 
fuperior  navy,  and  thofe  veterans,  that  conftitute 
a  number  of  the  braveft  and  moft  experienced 
men,  that  ever  did  honor,  to  their  country  ?  Is  it 
not  more  probable,  that  whatever  her  wifhes  may 
be,  fhe  will  ftill  have  wifdom  to  conceal  her  am¬ 
bitious  views  ’till  fome  properer  period,  when 
the  fpirit  ot  our  officers  and  men  fliall  be  ex- 
tinguifhed  by  inadlivity,  our  numerous  flrips 
decayed  and  in  diforder,  and  their  own  navy  in- 
creafed  and  rendered  formidable,  by  all  the  per- 
fevering  arts  of  peace,  and  long  confident  policy  ? 
Have  not  the  various  events  of  fix  unhappy  years 
taught  her  this  plain  leflibn,  that  however  great 

her 
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her  internal  ftrength  and  refources  may  be  it  Is 
a  fupenor  naval  power  alone,  can  tranfport  with 
fecunty  her  forces  to  diftant  iflands,  and  proteft 
or  fubdue  remote  colonies  ?  But  if  her  ardour 
and  rcfentment  ihould  ftill  make  her  impatient  of 
delay,  wlut  advantages  in  America  can  a  fpeedv 
rupture  afford  her  now  ?  Would  not  Martinique 
Guadalupe,  and  St.  Domingo  be  foon  expofed  to 
our  attacks  ?  Have  we  already  forgot  with  what 
rapidity  a  fupenor  fleet  and  experienced  foldiery 
have  fubdiied  what  was  vainly  once  deemed  im’ 
pregnable,  and  the  weaknefs  of  which,  unknown 
to  us  before,  we  have  now  fo  fully  difcovered  ?  But 
granted  that  thefe  attempts  Ihould  not  be  con¬ 
ceived  agaimt  them,  what  have  we  to  dread  on 
our  part?  Have  not  our V/eft India  iflands  en- 

ivef  in  rh”  h  flouriflied  moft, 

_  en  in  the  bofom  of  war  ?  Are  we  lefs  fecure  in 

ofe  feas,  than  we  were  before,  becaufe  the  Gre- 
nades,  Dominica,  St.  Vincent,  and  Tobago,  are 
now  added  to  our  dominion  ?  If  fo,  in  vain  are 
three  regunents  appointed  to  infure  the  tranquil¬ 
lity  of  thefe  iflands,  attended  with  fufficientlrd- 
nance  and  warlike  ftores,  and  all  the  necelfary 
etail  that  attention  and  caution  could  fug^eft. 
And  if  thefe  feveral  reflexions  Ihould  ftill  be°un- 
able  to  filence  our  apprehenfions  for  the  future 
fafety  of  our  Weft  India  iflands,  what  fhall  we 
ay  concerning  our  prefent  ample  poffeftion  of  the 
vaft  continent  of  North  America  ?  On  this  i,  ! 
difputed  dominion,  if  rightly  underftood,  will 

the 
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the  real  ftrength  and  importance  of  all  the  fugar 
'  colonies  be  hereafter  found  to  depend  ;  and  if  in 
the  womb  of  time,  either  from  accidents  im- 
poflible  to  be  forefeen,  or  the  natural  viciffitude 
of  human  events,  an  unhappy  reparation  fhould 
ever  chance  to  arrive,  between  the  mother  country 
and  this  gigantick  offspring,  the  whole  chain  of 
American  iflands,  from  Florida  to  Trinidada, 
would  look  back  on  Europe  with  regret,  but  muff 
neceffarily  accompany  that  continent,  of  which 
it  feems  to  have  once  conftituted  a  part.  But 
enough,  it  is  prefumed,  has  been  faid,  to  fhew 
that  the  fettlement  of  our  late  acquired  Weft  India 
colonies  might  be  fafely  effefted,  even  if  it  were 
probable  that  a  French  war  fhould  fpeedily  com¬ 
mence. 

It  remains  now  to  examine,  whether  the  pur- 
chafing  lands  in  them,  and  eftablilhing  eftates, 
may  rationally  be  undertaken  by  individuals, 
with  appearances  of  fuccefs  and  advantage.  Our 
new  ifiands  are  fomething  larger  in  extent,  than 
any  of  our  old  ones,  excepting  Jamaica ;  nor  is  it 
any  defect  in  them  that  they  are  much  lefs  than  it  •, 
for  in  hot  climates, a  long  land  carriage  of  burthen- 
fome  commodities  is  deftrudive  to  cattle,  and 
renders  the  interior  part  of  a  large  countiy  ot 
little  or  no  value.  The  foil  in  them  is  moreover 
new  and  fertile ;  they  fuft'er  therefore  no  inferio¬ 
rity  on  this  account.  The  face  of  the  country 
among  them  is  generally  mountainous  and  co- 

vered'^with  wood  ;  this  is  really  on  the  whole  an 
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advantage,  not  a  defed ;  for .  although  there  are 
feme  objedions  to  too  great  an  inequality  in  their 
furface,  and  to  large  trads  of  wood,  yet  as  thefe 
contribute  to  infure  rains  and  fertility,  and  to 
produce  rivers,  they  are  very  beneficial  in  thefe 
climates.  The  timber  likewife  is  ufeful  for  the 
ereding  and  repairing  houfes,  mills,  and  fugar 
works.  All  ifiands  in  thefe  latitudes,  that  are  ‘ 
low  and  cleared  of  wood,  are  remarkably  fubjed 
to  dry  weather,  and  often  parched  up  to  barrenefs. 
If  thefe  things  are  fo,  what  flrould  prevent  ad¬ 
venturers  from  fucceeding  in  eftablhhing  eftates 
here,  as  well  as  our  old  planters  have  done  in  the 
infancy  of  former  colonies  ?  Is  the  bufinefs  of 
clearina  and  fettling  lands  lefs  underftood  now 
than  it  was  formerly  ?  or  is  the  neighbourhood 
of  our  other  ifiands,  and  the  commerce  carried 
on  between  them,  and  their  general  communi¬ 
cation  with  Europe,  Africa,  and  the  continent  of 
America,  any  difadvantage  to  the  undertaking  ? 
Are^the  regiments  allotted  them,  the  various  offi¬ 
cers  both  civil  and  military  appointed,  the  fre¬ 
quent  vifits  of  our  Ihips  of  war  and  trading  vef- 
fels,  and  the  fums  of  money  that  muft  in  confe- 
quence  of  all  this  be  circulated  and  expended  in 
them,  likely  to  be  detrimental  to  new  fettle- 
ments  ?  Although  the  taxes,  and  price  of  flaves, 
and  the  neceffary  expences  of  plantations  and 
living,  are  much  greater  now  than  they  were  at 
the  firfl:  cultivation  of  our  colonies,  do  not  fugar 
and  rum  bear  propprtionably  a  greater  price?  If 
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fo,  the  true  caule  of  the  real  poverty  of  many  ol 
our  planters,  and  of  the  diminution  of  their  pro¬ 
fits,  after  mature  refledion,  will  be  found  to 
confift  in  this,  that  in  our  old  iflands  the  lands 
are  exhaufted  and  impoverilhed,  the  trees  all  cut 
down,  and  their  eftates  become  fo  dry  and  un- 
lealbnable,  as  conflantly  to  difappoint  them  of 
the  crops  they  exped,  and  their  pains  and  in- 
duftry  defervej  whilft  at  the  fame  time,  the  pro¬ 
digious  expences  of  frequent  holing,  manuring, 
planting,  hoe-ploughing,  and  '  weeding  their 
grounds,  and  the  lofs  of  cattle  and  ftock,  occa- 
fioned  by  their  paftures  being  burnt  up,  together 
with  the  expence  of  feeding  their  negroes,  from 
the  want  of  feafonable  provilion  grounds,  added 
to  the  coll;  of  timber  and  lumber  imported  to 
them,  often  bring  the  proprietors  in  debt,  and 
very  rarely  admit  of  a  ballance  in  their  favor, 
fuitable  to  the  value  of  their  capital.  Thefe  are 
undeniable  fads,  and  it  is  equally  true,  that  none 
of  thefe  difcouragements  here  pointed  out,  are  to 
be  apprehended  in  our  new  iflands.  On  the  con- 
■trary,  it  is  well  known  that  many  of  the  prefent 
inhabitants  of  the  Danilh  fettlement  of  Santa 
Cruz,  who  were  driven  thither  from  our  leeward 
iflands  by  poverty  and  neceflity,  are  now  become, 
from  the  loweft  degree  of  indigence,  pofleflbrs  of 
good  eftates ;  and  it  is  as  notorious  that  by  far  the 
greater  number  of  French  now  inhabiting  St. 
Vincent  and  Dominica,  and  poffelied  of  planta¬ 
tions  and  negroes,  were  obliged  to  quit  Mar¬ 
tinique 
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dnique  and  Guadalupe  from  fimilar  caufes.  But 
although  this  is  acknowleged  to  be  true,  yet,  on 
the  other  hand,  it  may  be  urged,  that  our  new 
iflands  are  unhealthy,  fugar  and  rum  will  !)ecomc 
drugs,  and  more  money  is  required  to  clear  and 
fettle  Weftindia  eftates,  than  can  eafily-be  had. 
In  anfvver  to  this,  it  iriuftbe  confefTed,  that  new 
iilands,  abounding  with  wood,  and  fubjeft  to 
frequent  rains,  cannot  certainly  be  fo  healthy  as 
old  ones,  entirely  or  in  great  part  cleared  ;  but 
if  this  objeftion  was  fuffered  to  take  place,  it 
would  prove  too  much,  as  it  miight  be  equally 
extended  to  the  population  and  fettlement  of  any 
new  country  whatlbever,  where  nothing  can  be 
accompliOied,  if  fomeching  is  hot  adventured. 
Befides,  thofe  wdio  are  acquainted  with  the  pro- 
srefs  and  fettlement  of  new  colonics,  know  from 
experience,  that  much  depends  upon  difcretion, 
temperance,  wholefome  food,  and  dry  lodging. 
A  proper  attention  to  thcfe  will  greatly  contribute 
to  the  prefervation  of  health,  and  foon  give  a 
better  charaffer  to  the  falubrity  of  the  air.  Per- 
fons  that  are  always  alarmed  with  doubts  and 
difficulties,  feldom  accomplilh  great  things. 
Why  Ihould  we  fear  that  fugar  and  rum  will  be¬ 
come  drugs?  Although  more  are  produced, 
more  will  be  confumed.  Our  conquers  alone 
in  North  America  will  not  fail  to  encreafe  the  de¬ 
mand  for  them  ;  befides,  the  fame  foil  that  is  pro¬ 
ductive  of  fugar,  is  equally  fo  of  indigo,  cotton, 
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coffee,  cocoa,  and  other  articles.  And  with  refpecl: 
to  the  expence  attending  the  clearing  and  fettle- 
nient  of  lands  for  thefe  purpofes,  it  is  by  no  means 
lo  confiderable  as  is  ufually  pretended.  Hovvever, 
it  is  certainly  true,  that  the  more  capital  any  mau' 
begins  with,  the  fooner  he  will  grow  rich.  But 
it  has  been  already  obferved,  that  even  the  poor 
iettlers  of  Santa  Cruz,  St.  Vincent,  and  Domi¬ 
nica,  have  fucceeded  wonderfully^  with  little  or 
no  afliftance,  but  what  was  derived  from  their 
own  indufrry,  and  the  fertility  of  the  foil.  And 
if  we  purfue  this  fubjed  a  little  further,  it  will 
hardly  be  afferted,  that  the  firlf  adventurers  in 
our  old  colonies,  were  guilty  of  draining  the  mo¬ 
ther  country  of  much  of  its  fpecie.  We  have 
Fieverthelefs  the  facisfadion.  of  beholding-,  that 
their  induftry  and  fpirited  endeavours  were  bleffed 
with  fuccefs,  and  have  procured  for  their  pofte- 
,  rity  many  valueable,  andfome  overgrown  eftates. 
Let  us  not  euvy  their  profperity,  but  emulate 
dieir  examples;  and  if  we  dare  not  do  it,  through 
timidity,  fupinenefs,  or  want  of  ambition,  let  us 
honellly  confefs  we  are  afraid,  and  own  that  they 
ferved  their  country  at  their  peril,  and  deferved 
the  fruits  of  their  labour.  They  were  no  ftrangers, 
nor  their  for.s  aliens,  but  poffelled  of  the  rights 
and  liberties  common  to  ail  En2;liflrmen.  Thofc 
publick  fpirited  and  enterprizing  men^  who 
are  now  about  tO!  ir.bark  in  a  fimilar  defign, 
dd'erve  as  well  i  ad,  it  is  hoped,  may  prove 
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asfticcelsfuL  Since  our  conqueft  of  Jamaica  from 
the  Spaniards,  in  the  days  of  Oliver  Cromwell, 
down  to  the  prefent  times,  there  has  been  no 
inch  opportunity  of  improving  private  fortunes  •, 
for  the  acquifition  of  the  French  part  of  St. 
Chrillopher’s  was  inconfiderable  in  extent,  and 
the  benefits,  of  courfe,  confined  to  a  few. 

It  has  been  remarked  by  many  perfons,  that 
feme  of  the  planters  of  our  old  IQands  have  painted 
in  very  ftrong  colours  the  difficulties  and  difeou- 
rao-ements  attending  the  eftabliffiment  of  our 

t>  o 

new  ones.  When  this  has  been  done  with  an 
h’oneft  defign  of  promoting  their  fettlement,  by  . 
exploring  fafts  not  generally  known,  .and  dif- 
covering  their  weaknefs  and  neceffities,  in  order 
to  obtain  every  affiftance  .and  encouragement 
which  infant  colonies  require  of  a  mother  country, 
the  intention  is  honorable,  and  may  be  produdive 
o.f  good.  But  when  difficulties  are  exaggerated, 
from  party  prejudices,  or  felfiffi  and  interefted 
views,  the  motives  are  ungenerous,  and  deferve 
to  be  expofed.  It  is  eafy  to  forefee  that  the  fettle¬ 
ment  of  our  new  colonies  will  impair  the  value 
of  our  old.  Such  lands  in  them  as  are  not  of 
good  quality  and  well  fituated,  will  not  be  worth 
cultivation.  They  will  be  difplanted,  and  con¬ 
verted  into  provifion,  and  pallurc  grounds.  Many  ' 
inhabitants  of  the  middling  and  poorer  fort,  will 
withdraw  thexnfelves,  and  be  induced  to  remove 
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where  fertile  lands  may  be  eafily  procured,  which 
are  new,  and  watered  v/ith  frequent  fhowers. 
This  will  much  weaken  our  leeward  iOands,  al¬ 
ready  weak  indeed,  and  render  the  wages  of  ma¬ 
nagers,  overfeers  and  fervants,  much  higher.  It 
is  not  wonderful,  therefore,  if  fome  of  our  wealthy 
planters  who  have  a  large  landed  intereft  in  the 
old  colonies,  fhould  not  be  ftudicus  to  promote 
the  new.  Private  advantage  will  biafs  fome,  and 
it  is  to  be  feared,  jealoufy  and  envy  may  adfuate 
others.  Men  accullomed  to  affluence  and  au¬ 
thority,  are  not  ufually  pleafed  to  fee  their  infe¬ 
riors  rife  above  dependance,  and  poffefs,  by  lucky 
circumifances,  fuperior  fortunes  to  their  own. 
Nor  are  thefe  the  only  foundations  of  difeontent 
and  objedlion.  Some  affedl  to  condemn  the  en- 
terprize  they  mean  to  embark  in,  and  depreciate 
thofe  very  lands  they  wdfh  to  procure  •,  whilft 
others  again,  who  hoped  to  obtain  undue  pre¬ 
ferences,  and  to  monopolize  large  tradts,  with 
a  view  of  foreff ailing  the  market,  or  of  felling 
again  at  aovanced  prices  what  they  never  meant 
to  cultivate,  now  find  themftives  difappointed, 
and  their  defigns  effedlually  prevented,  by  the 
prefent  impartial  plan  of  government.  But  jufter 
fentiments,  it  is  hoped,  will  at  length  prevail  over 
fuch  felfifh  confiderations.  The  fubjed  has  been 
fairly  difeuffed,  the  objedions  anfwered,  and  the 
inducements  generally  Hated.  But  perhaps  it 
may  not  be  difagrecable,  or  deemed  a  ufelefs 
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repetition,  to  enter  into  a  more  particular  detail 
of  the  advantages  that  our  new  acquifitions  will 
pofiefs  over  our  former  colonies. 

Our  old  ifiands,  by  being  lefs  mountainous,  and 
almoft  entirely  cleared  of  wood,  are  become  ex¬ 
tremely  dry  and  unfeafonable  ;  at  the  fame  tim£ 
that  the  lands  in  them,  by  long  and  conftant  plant¬ 
ing,  have  fo  far  loft  the  fpring  and  fpirit  of  vegeta¬ 
tion,  as  to  ftand  in  need  of  more  rains  than  they’ 
had  before.  But  this  reflexion  has  never  been  at¬ 
tended  to  by  our  planters,  who  attribujte  foiely  to 
the  lefs  frequency  of  feafonable  weather,  that  de¬ 
ficiency  in  their  crops,  which  is  in  a  great  meafurc 
owing  to  the  impoverifliment  of  the  foil.  Both 
caufes  have  undoubtedly  co-operated  to  produce 
the  effeft,  and  thus  their  eftates  hardly  yield  a  crop 
proportionable,  to  the  labour  and  expence  em¬ 
ployed  upon  tliem,  once  in  feven  years.  Nor 
will  it  feem  wonderful,  that  the  fertility  of  their 
lands  is  much  impaired,  when  we  confider  the  na-  . 
ture  of  the  fugar  cane,  which  from  one  rich  acre 
has  been  known  to  vegetate  to  eighty  cartloads, 
is  cut  annually,  and  has  been  long  and  repeatedly 
planted  on  the  fame  ground  ;  and  when  we  fur¬ 
ther  remark  that  the  rains,  although  generally 
wanted,  yet  fall  in  thefe  climates,  at  certain  pe¬ 
riods  of  the  year,  with  fuch  violence,  as,  del- 
cending  in  momientary  torrents  from  the  hills,  to 
waflr  away  the  loofe  and  finer  particles  of  earth, 
which  muft  neceffarily  carry  off  it's  exuberancy 
with  it.  The  foil,  by  thefe  means  worn  out  and 
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CKhauaed,  *  ratoons  ill,  and  is  therefore  cultivated 
and  manu.ed  at  an  expence  extremely  heavy,  Im* 
pove!  iflied  fugar  lands,  like  hop  grounds,  have  an  - 
nually  beftowed  on  them  extraordinary  induftry 
and  coft.  I  have  known  the  amount  of  labour  em¬ 
ployed  m  one  year  upon  an  acre  of  ground,  to  have 
been  as  much  as  that  acre  would  have  fold  for  ;  but 
I  fpeak  of  indifferent  or  bad  land.  Hence  the  ex- 
pences  of  eftates  in  our  old  colonies  are  become 
great,  beyond  the  belief  of  any  one  not  well  ac¬ 
quainted  with  matters  of  this  nature;  and  the 
profits,  of  coune,  are  rarely  adequate  to  the 
reafonable  expectations  of  the  planter.  It  is  well 
known  abroad,  although  it  will  hardly  be  credited’ 
here,  that  the  hire  of  the  fiaves  in  many  efiates  in 
our  old  ifiands,  if  valued  at  an  average  of  three 
pence  per  diem  each,  will  frequently  amount  to 
-more  per  annum,  than  the  neat  yearly  produce, 
of  the  eflate  itfelf.  Experto  crede  Roberto.  Bur 
thefe  weighty  objections  and  difcouragements,  are 
by  no  means  to  be  apprehended  in  our  new  co¬ 
lonies.  On  the  contrary,  the  lands  in  them 
may  be  purchafed  at  a  very  mo'derate  price,  and 
the  terms  of  payment  are  rendered  by  govern¬ 
ment  extremely  eafy.  Such  grounds  as  are  too 
fteep,  craggy,  or  improper  for  fugar,  may  ftill 

*  By  a  Ratoon  is  meant  the  cane  which  /prints  from  the 
root  remaining  in  the  earth,  after  the  former  cane  has  been 
cut  from  it.  l'h£  ratoon  fiouriflies  bell  in  new  land,  yields 
better  fugar  than  the  firll  plant,  and  is  not  attended  with  a 
tenth  part  of  the  expence  in  the  culture  of  it. 
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produce  indigo,  cotton,  cofFee,  cocoa  and  pro- 
vifions,  or  ferve  for  pafturage.  The  foil  being 
new,  will  be  rich,  yield  large  and  regular  crops, 
ratoon  longer,  require  lefs  planting,  and  be  cul¬ 
tivated  with  more  moderate  expence,  and  fewer 
nesroes.  The  trees  cut  dov/n,  will,  fome  of 
them,  be  uleful  in  erefting  habitations,  works, 
and  other  buildings  •,  whilft  fome  may  be  con¬ 
veyed  avrrr/,  and  fold  in  our  former  colonies  for 
limilar  purpofes.  And  laft  of  all,  the  rugged 
and  broken  compofition  of  the  landfcape,  and 
it’s  lofty  mountains,  though  unfeemly  and  ex¬ 
ceptionable  in  fome  refpedts,  yet  will  for  ever 
enjoy,  upon  real  and  philofophical  principles, 
rain  and  fertility.  As  much  of  the  merit  of  our 
new  iflands  depends  on  the  truth  of  this  obfer- 
vation,  it  may  not  be  improper  to  explain  it. 
It  is  well  known,  that,  in  thefe  latitudes  of  the 
globe,  the  trade  winds  operating  in  a  regular  and 
uninterrupted  courfe  from  Eaft  to  Weft,  the  at- 
mofphere  does  not  fuffer  thefe  rarefadlions  and 
condenfations,  as,  by  the  efi'efts  of  different  and 
contrary  winds,  it  undergoes  in  climes,  where 
this  uniformity  does  not  prevail.  And  hence  it 
is.  Dr.  Halley  remarks,  that  there  is  fcarce  any 
variation  in  the  height  of  the  barometer,  or  weight 
of  the  air  in  thefe  parts.  Nov/  the  vapours  or 
clouds  are  generally  borne  along  the  Atlantick 
ocean  by  thefe  winds  through  the  pathlefs  re¬ 
gions  of  the  air  •,  until  interrupted,  impeded, 
or  attraffed  (on  principles  of  gravitation)  by 
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lofry  lands,  and  woods,  they  hang  .about  the 
mountain  tops,  and  fall  in  fhowers"';  whilft  the 
intenfe  heat  of  the  fun  co-operating  with  this 
principle,  draws  fuch  vapours  from  the  ground  ; 
and  the  everlafting  trees,  on  inaccefTible  heights, 
fend  forth  fuch  exhalations  from  their  branches, 
as  moiften  the 'impending  atmofphere,  and,  cir¬ 
culating,  again  revifit  their  parent  earth.  The 
•wonderful  efFeds  of  thefe  principles  are  indeed 
curious  and  furprifing  to  thofe  who  contemplate 
them  on  the  fpot.  Smooth  policed  Barbadees 
and  our  Teeward  Iflands,  are  feen  parched  up 
and  perifliing.  with  drought  •,  whilfl  towering 
and  rugged  Dominica,  St.  Vincent,  Granada,  and 
Tobago,  are  found  to  enjoy  inceffant  rains  and 
delicious  verdure.  The  extraordinary  advantages 
and  profits  to  be  derived  from  this  and  the  other 
caufes,  I  have  before  afilgned,  cannot  fail  to  be 
extremely  inviting  to  thofe  that  underftand  their 
real  importance,  and  are  defirous  of  improving 
their  fortunes.  A  fugar  eftate  of  five  hundred 
‘acres  of  good  land,  properly  cleared,  and  fup- 
^plied  with  (laves,  cattle,  buildings,  and  other  re- 
quifites,  in  an  ifland  where  the  lands  are  new  and 
luxurian-t,  and' the  rains  frequent,  muft  affuredly 
produce  a  noble  income.  It  would  probably  be 
capable  of  affording  arinually,  not  Icfs  than  four 
hundred  hogfheads  of  fugar,  and  a  large  pro¬ 
portion  of  rum  ;  efpecially  as  this  laft  commo¬ 
dity  is  made  to  greateft  advantage  where  there  is 
plenty  of  v/ater,  and  much  moloifes  is  drained 
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from  the  fugar.  The  value  of  this  fugar  and 
rum,  at  a  moderate  calculation,  will  appear  to 
amount  to  a  very  great  intereft  upon  the  capital 
laid  out,  which  will  be  found  to  bring  in  more 
profit,  than  five  times  that  fum  expended  in  our 
old  colonies.  It  is  well  known  that  in  St.  Kitts 
falchough  it  is  fubjeft  to  dry  weather,  and  the  foil 
ratoons  very  ill)  good  lands  have  often  fold  at 
one  hundred  pounds  flerling  per  acre :  whereas, 
an  acre  in  a  new  colony  may,  with  proper  ma¬ 
nagement,  be  cleared  for  lefs  than  twenty  pounds, 
after  deduding  every  expence,  and  allowing  even 
for  the  mortality  of  flaves.  Befides,  great  fa- 
tisfadion  muft  accrue  in  new  colonies  from  the 
certainty  of  the  crops,  oppofed  to  the  confidera- 
tion  of  the  precarioufnefs  of  them  in  old  ones ; 
a  conftant  fource  of  complaint,  and  difcontent, 
and  the  true  foundarion  of  thofe  debts  and  di- 
ftrefies,  too  commonly  experienced  even  by  plan¬ 
ters  of  frugality  and  induftry.  But  thefe  are 
not  the  only  advantages,  great  as  they  are,  that 
will  be  enjoyed  *,  for  the  plantation  may  be  wprk- 
ed  with  half  the  number  of  negroes  and  expence, 
that  would  be  required  upon  lands  impoverifhed  and 
frequently  planted  and  manured  ;  and  every  fuch 
negro  will  be  capable,  from  the  great  fertility  of  the 
foil,  and  cafe  of  its  culture,  of  earning  more  money 
in  two  years,  than  his  original  coft  and  mainte¬ 
nance  has  amounted  tq.  This  will  appear  ob¬ 
vious,  when  we  confider  that  the  firft  plant  in 
new  and  good  groun4  has  been  known  to  ratoon 
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and  yield  annual  good  crops  for  more  than 
twenty  years  together.  Whereas  old  land  com¬ 
monly  requires  to  be  holed,  manured,  and  re¬ 
planted  every  fecond  or  third  year  ;  by  which, 
bcfides  the  extraordinary  expence  attending  it, 
one  crop  in  three  is  loft.  Moreover,  the  provi- 
fions  regularly  yielded  on  moift  and  good  ground?, 
inuft  greatly  leften  the  coft  of  feeding  and  fup- 
porting  the  flaves.  The  conveniences  and  com¬ 
forts  will  from  ht  n'ce  be  even  great  to  the  white  in¬ 
habitants  j  for  all  manner  of  herbs,  garden  fluff, 
and  fruits,  fo  difficult  to  be  raifed  in  our  former 
dry  illands,  may  here  be  procured  with  little 
trouble.  The  rivulets  alfo  will  afford  good  ftore 
of  freffi  fiffi,  and  the  luxuriancy  of  the  pafturage, 
great  plenty  of  beef,  mutton,  &c.  at  moderate 
prices,  whereas  thefe  articles  in  our  old  colonies 
are  become  extremely  dear,  and  difficult  to  be 
maintained  at  any  rate.  Nor  fhould  the  confide- 
ration  of  the  expences  attending  the  fpeedy  fettle- 
ment  of  a  fugar  plantation,  at  all  difcourage  per- 
fonsoffmall  fortune,  and  much  caution,  from 
adventuring  in  our  new  colonies  ;  fince  they  will 
have  it  in  their  power  to  profccute  plans,  pro- 
portionably  advantageous  to  themfelves,  with  lefs 
hazard  and  expence  of  money.  It  is  by  no  means 
effential,  at  prefenr,  to  point  out  all  the  parti¬ 
cular  and  various  Heps  proper  to  be  taken  for  this 
end.  But,  in  general,  it  may  be  well  to  remark, 
that  it  may  be  bcft  accompliffied  by  rifquing 
few  negroes  at  the  firft  out-fet,  and  eredling  tem¬ 
porary 
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porary  huts  and  buildings,  at  little  cofl:,  and  then, 
(after  planting  the  neceflary  provifions)  imme¬ 
diately  applying  to  the  culture  of  indigo,  cotton, 
coffee,  or  cocoa,  articles  which  afford  good  and 
fpeedy  profit,  yet  require  but  few  (laves,  and  little 
expencc  of  building,  in  order  to  raife  and  manu- 
fafture  them.  It  is  evident,  that  by  thefe  and  fimilar 
means,  confiderable  eftates  may  be  gradually  efta- 
blifhed  at  an  eafy  rate,  which  will  not  only  be  an¬ 
nually  improving,  and  reimburfing  the  moneys  ex¬ 
pended  upon  them,  but  may  moreover  be  convert¬ 
ed  afterwards  into  fugar  plantations,  or  if  the  pro¬ 
prietors  fhould  be  difpofed  to  part  with  them, 
might  probably  be  fold  for  four  or  five  hundred 
per  cent,  advantage.  Many  perfons  alarmed  with 
the  difficulties  of  beginning  anew  fettlement,  will 
yet  be  defirous  of  purchafing  a  few  years  hence  ; 
and  there  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  lands  will  rife 
very  highly  in  their  value,  as  foon  as  time  ffiall 
draw  up  the  curtain,  and  open  a  fair  profpeft  of 
fucccfs. 

I  fltall  now  proceed  to  communicate  to  the 
reader  fome  general  ideas  concerning  the  pro- 
pereft  methods  to  be  purfued  by  adventurers 
in  our  new  colonies,  to  engage  fuccefs,  and  efla- 
biifh  eftates. 

t 

All  perfons  difpofed  to  embark  in  this  under¬ 
taking,  with  a  view  of  improving  their  fortunes, 
ikould  firft  confider  the  capital  they  mean  to 
employ,  the  nature  of  the  projeft,  and  the  length 
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of  time  they  can  conveniently  afford  to  lie  out  of 
their  money.  It  will  then  be  neceffary  that  them- 
felves,  or  the  friends  or  agents'  they  are  pleafed  to 
depute  for  this  bufinefs,  Ihould  carefully  infpea: 
and  examine  the  lands  on  the  fpot.  The  furface 
of  the  ground,  and  the  nature  of  fituation  (hould 
be  firft  attended  to ;  and  thefe  will  include  our 
ideas  of  the  probability  of  its  heakhrnefs,  the  kind 
6f  produce  ic  feems  beft  adapted  to,  the  labour 
and  carriage  effential  to  it,  its  vicinity  to,  or  di- 
ftance  from  rivulets,  the  lea,  fhipping  places, 
and  the  principal  towns,  together  with  a  free 
enjoyment  of  the  trade  winds,  and  the  like¬ 
lihood  of  frequent  fbowers  and  feafonable 
weather.  As  to  the  quality  of  the  foil,  it 
may  be  pretty  well  gueffed  at  by  the  tim¬ 
ber  and  trees  it  affords,  the  appearance  it  bears, 
and  a  chymical  examination  of  its  principles;  for 
which  the  neceffary  means  may  be  eafily  known 
and  procured.  When  a  tradl  of  ground  is  pitch¬ 
ed  on,  that  enjoys  all  or  moft  of  thefe  advantages, 
the  infpedlor  fhould  by  no  means  be  difcouraged 
by  the  price  it  may  amount  to  ;  for  the  firft  coft 
will  be  inconfiderable,  in  proportion  to  the  ex- 
pence  of  clearing  and  fettling  ;  and  the  enfuing 
conveniencies  and  profits  will  moft  amply  repay 
it.  Previous  to,  or  after  the  purchafe,  it  will  be 
neceffary,  efpecially  if  the  proprietor  does  not 
mean  to  become  an  inhabitant,  to  form  ufe  ul 
connexions  and  friendfhips  with  experienced  men 
engaged  in  the  fame  purfuit,  and  refiding 
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in  the  neighbourhood.  This  will  not  be  found 
fo  difficult  to  effed,  as  may  at  firft  be  imagined. 
Men  embarking  in  the  fame  enterprize,  and 
whofe  particular  advantages  and  emoluments 
depend  upon  the  fuccefs  of  the  whole,  will  find 
it  their  mutual  intcreft  to  lend  every  affiftance  in 
their  power  to  each  other.  This  is  fo  true,  that 
in  the  iflands  -of  Antigua,  St.  Chriftophers,  &g. 
it  is  ufual  for  planters  to  fuperintend  the  affairs 
of  others  in  their  abfence,  and  give  the  neceffary 
diredions  to  the  managers  and  overfeers,  for  the 
proper  cultivation  and  maintenance  of  theireftates, 
and  this  without  any  pecuniary  confideration,  A 
reciprocal  fervice  of  the  fame  kind,  which  every 
planter  expeds  from  his  neighbour,  and  which' 
long  and  invariable  cuftom  has  eftablifhed  into  a 
fort  of  right,  and  the  additional  weight  and  im- 
portance  perfons  refiding  on  the  fpot  derive  from 
a  power  of  conferring  obligations  on  thofe  they 
employ,  or  in  fhipping.  t.be  produce  of  the  eftates 
committed  to  their  ^afe,  and  purchafing  the  ne- 
ceflary  utenfils  and  provifions  for  their  ufe,  are 
fufficient  inducements  to  engage  a  faithful  dif- 
charge  of  their  truft.  Under  the  infpedion,  and 
fubjed  to  the  orders  of  fiich  a  reprefentative,  a 
good  natured  and  intelligent  manager  and  over*^ 
leer  are  now  to  be  appointed  to  dired,  and  pro¬ 
per  flaves  procured  to  execute  the  bufinefs.. .  A 
tew  able  and  fenfible  tradefmen  and  negroes,  who 
are  contented  from  a  love  of  novelty,  or  other 
caufes  and  encouragements,  to  change  their  former. 

habita- 
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habitations,  fiiould  be  procured  in  our  old  iilands, 
and  tranfported  to  the  new  colony,  but  none  fhould 
on  any  account  be  compelled  to  this  againft  their 
inclinations.  What  further  flaves  are  wanted,  may 
be  purchafed  from  Guinea  cargoes,  and  recom¬ 
mended  to  the  care  and  protedlion  of  the  others ; 
and,  it  is  prefumed,  will  turn  out  better  in  many 
refpedls,  than  negroes  accuftomed  to  our  other 
iflands,  and  pining  after  former  connexions  and 
habits.  The  miferies  and  misfortunes  of  our 
fellow  creatures  afford  a  melancholy  contempla» 
lion  to  compaffionate  difpofitions.  Hov;  plea- 
fang  then  muft  be  the  refleXion,  when  the  degrees 
of  our  private  intereft  depend  upon  the  mealurc 
of  our  benevolence.  The  firft  fair  ftep  of  fuc- 
cefs  will  accompany  humanity,  and  the  great  point 
in  view  will  be,  with  the  bleffing  of  providence, 
to  preferve  the  health  of  our  people.  To  this 
end  they  fhould  be  lodged  at  night  in  temporary 
huts,  or  in  hulks  of  veflkls,  provided  and  fituated 
for  that  purpofe.  ,  They  fliduld  then  immediately 
proceed  to  clear  away  the  woods  on  the  molt 
healthy  fpot,  w'hich  will  probably  be  found  on 
fome  eminence,  expofed  to  a  free  and  dry  air. 
Here  a  dwelling  houfe  for  the  overfeer,  and  con¬ 
venient  negroe  houfes,  fliould  be  immediately 
ereXed,  and  a  very  commodious  Tick  houfe  or 
hofpital,  furniflied  with  every  neceffary  and  com¬ 
fort  for  the  fick,  efpecially  good  nurfes,  and  a 
fenfible  praXitioner.  Wife  men  will  not  attempt 
too  rapid  aprogrefs,  or  introduce  more  (laves  than 
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can  properly  be  infpefted  when  well,  or  attended 
when  opprelbed  with  illnefs.  From  twenty  to 
thirty  will,  perhaps,  at  firft  be  fufBcient  for  the 
larged;  pofleffion,  and  in  all  probability  may  prove 
adequate  to  fulfilling  the  conditions  of  clearing 
and  culture ;  but  they  lliould  be  immediately 
fupplied  as  they  may  happen  to  fall  off,  and  their 
fpirits  fiiould  be  fupported  with  good  nature  and 
Lcndcrnefs.  In  parcicular,  they  ihould  be  well  fed, 
properly  cioathed,  and  fupplied  with  ad  thofe  little 
aids  of  conveniency  and  comfort,  which  it  is  well 
known  in  that  part  of  the  world,  will  chear  up 
and  gladden  their  hearts.  The  expences  attend¬ 
ing  this  little^policy,  care  and  benevolence,  will 
not  be  thought  burthcnfome  by  thofe  mafters  who 
are  either  wife  or  good  ;  for  the  performance  oi 
this  duty  will  be  rewarded  with  the  bleflings  of 
God,  and  the  aftedlions  of  their  dependants.  As 
to  the  labour  they  muft  undergo,  it  lliould  not 
be  too  fevcre,  or  difproportioned  to  their  abili¬ 
ties  ;  and  in  vvet  mornings,  bad  weather,  and 
ocher  fuitable  occafions,  it  will  prove  our  interells 
to  encourage,  and  afford  them  fome  indulgence. 
Their  pride  fhould  be  cultivatedjtheir  punifhments 
inflicted  with  prudence,  moderation  and  concern. 
And 'in  order  to  prevent  the  cruelties  that  might 
be  exercifed  byforae  men,  thro’ want  of  judgment 
or  defedl  of  feeling,  a  proper  law  of  the  country 
fhould  be  fpeedily  eftabliflicd,  to  reffrain  them 
within  due  bounds,  which  fhould  likewife  pro¬ 
vide  in  fomc  mcafure  for  the  food  and  raiment  of 
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;  the  (laves.  Such  a  law  cannot  fail  of  benefiting  the 
colony,  at  the  fame  time  that  it  will  refleft  honor 
on  human  nature ;  and  will  be  deemed  more  par¬ 
ticularly  neceffary,  when  it  is  conlidered  that  the 
lower  clafs  of  adventurers  refiding  in  new  co¬ 
lonies,  is  generally  made  up  of  men,  who  (land 
in  need  ot  other  inducements  than  fuch  as  their 
own  fentiments  furnilb  them  with,  to  aft  up  to 
the  didates  of  humanity  and  propriety.  It  were 
to  be  wifhed  moreover,  that  fome  fentiments  of 
religion  could  be  inftilled  into  the  minds  of  the 
negroes.  I  am  fure  it  would  be  expedient ;  but 
am  fearful  this  would  require  more  attention  and 
afliftance  than  proteftants  will  choofe  to  employ 
on  fuch  an  occalion,  I  am  forry  to  remark  our  de- 
fed  of  zeal,  and  to  make  this  further  obfervation, 
that  though  the  dodrines  of  our  religion  are  more 
pure  and  fimple  than  the  Roman.catholick,  yet  this 
laft  is  more  fitly  adapted  to  engage  and  captivate 
thcpafjlons  ot  unthinking  lavages.  Perlbns  of  fome 
capital  or  credit,  adventuring  in  thefe  new  colo¬ 
nies,  and  proceeding  in  the  manner  that  has  been 
cannot  well  fail  of  fuccefs,  as  far  as 
weak  human  forefight  can  afeertain  it.  If  there¬ 
fore  it  fhould  feem  that  too  much  has  been  faid 
concerning  the  treatment,  care,  and  protedion 
of  our  negroes,  it  is  becaule  it  is  conceived  im- 
polTible  to  mifearry  in  other  points,  if  we  fucceed 
in  thefe.  And  now  it  will  be  proper,  that  ftifl 
further  grounds  (liould  be  cleared  round  about 
the  dwellings  and  cottages,  before  recommended 
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to  be  ereded.:  And  firft  of  all,  provifions  fhould 
be  planted  for  the  white  people  and  negroes, 
and  pafturage  prepared  for  cattle  and  other 
beads.  After  this  is  accompiiflied,  attention 
may  be  had  to  raife  fome  fort  of  produce  and 
profit,  in  order  to  reimburfe  pad  expences.  And 
this  will  confid  of  either  indigo,  cotton,  coifee, 
cocoa,  or  fiigar,  as  may  be  compatible  with 
the  ideas  and  abilities  of  the  planter.  .But  ad¬ 
vice  and  theory  on  this  head,  would  at  prefent 
be  vain  and  unregarded  ;  for,  time,  indudry, 
and  experience  alone,  can  turnidi  opportunity, 
and  beget  profitable  knowledge. 
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